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Notes from the President

 March 28, 2008
  
Convention
Continuing with the theme of making the 20th Annual Outdoor Connection the best yet, it is my pleasure to introduce the entertainment for Friday night at the 20th Annual OC Banquet.  Probably not a lot of American Idol viewers here (must say I’m not, although my wife Tivo’s every episode) but, we have a special guest coming this year who has gained fame recently from his showing on American Idol during this current season.  Drew Poppelreiter was recently released from the show but, did make it all the way to Hollywood as part of the last group.  Word is Drew can sing.  

So, why is Drew a fit for OC?  On national TV (FOX), during the episode in which he was dismissed, he told Simon and the gang, that it worked out well for him to get dismissed as he “didn’t really want to miss turkey season back home”!  Now, that is a kid we can all enjoy.  
Drew hails from Mississippi where he works on the family farm.  Those of us at the NWTF convention last month in Atlanta, had the pleasure of meeting Drew when he came by the OC booth “looking for a turkey hunt”.  Drew was taken care of by Mark Elpers (OC-KS) who will be accompanying Drew on an OC trip to Nebraska Trophy Bucks and Birds in May on a turkey hunt.  Drew was introduced to the crowd at the Grand National Auction wearing his OC hat and came directly to our table after being introduced.  At that point, we took the next step and invited him to come meet the rest of OC in Branson.

It took awhile as the legal issues of being under contract to American Idol are a little daunting.  However, the hoops have been jumped through and Drew will be joining us for two nights at the convention (fishing with the Elpers’ boys on Friday) and will take the stage (or floor in this case) Friday night during the banquet.  To learn a bit about Drew you can watch video of him on You Tube at the following link:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqEr4StaVeE&feature=related
Just one more word on the banquet, we have quite a line up put together including our annual franchise awards, an incredible dinner buffet, a dinner raffle for a Browning rifle and now Drew.  What could be better than that you ask?  How about the fact that the 20th Annual Banquet is being 100% sponsored by Outdoor Connection – leaving you a few more dollars for rifle raffle tickets!  
In addition, the Wild Game Feed has been set for Thursday night after the meetings.  I guess I need to take a minute here and explain this concept as it has been a few years since we did one due to some places having restrictions on food.  For many years the OC convention included a wild game feed.  All of the franchise owners brought in a dish to be shared and the table was covered with everything from venison medallions to smoked halibut.  This year we wanted to bring back the tradition.  There will be a cash bar and OC has ordered a sampling of finger foods to fill in.  However, this event cannot happen without great participation from fellow FO’s.  Most responses Tracey has gotten so far have been reasons why you can’t bring things.  Unless your freezer is empty there is no reason you can’t throw something together.  If you are flying in, Tupperware works wells!  If you are driving in, there is plenty of room under the back seat!  Again, this event is fun when people bring their own items to share and everyone has choices.  I am already planning my contribution (hint – anyone ever eaten Boone and Crockett whitetail meatballs?)
Be sure to check the Convention Update button on the home page of the agent's web site, as a new update was just posted this week.  

See you in 18 days.
Scott Beemer (OC-MI) is interested in ordering some of the Leatherman tools for his clients.  Since the minimum order is 24, he is wondering if anyone wants to join him in ordering and having them at convention for everyone to pick up.  If you are interested shoot Scott an e-mail or call and chat with him.
 
Hunt Report and Openings
This week I received an e-mail from Peter Klaui of North Coast Adventures.  Most of you know that I had the pleasure of hunting with Peter and his son Mike a couple of years ago on a coastal black bear hunt.  Those of you who have been to the office probably saw the award I received from SCI for the 44th largest Coastal Black Bear taken.  That bear was with Peter as they do target trophy bears.  Well, my award pails in comparison to the awards just given last weekend at the GOABC awards ceremony to Greg Ray’s client, Robert Clancy.  Here is the message from Peter:

Hello Outdoor-Connection,

 

We still have May 7-11 open for a group Black Bear hunt. 

 

On another note, Mr. Robert Clancy from FL, who was booked by Outdoor Connection and Greg Ray, cleaned up at our GOABC Hunting Award Ceremonies last weekend. He was awarded for an "Exceptional Hunt" taking the largest Rifle Grizzly category, Largest Rifle Black Bear category and a wolf on one hunt. I also understand from Mr. Clancy that he has won the Largest Grizzly category for 2007 top ten animals awarded by NAHC.

   This may be another opportunity for your "TRACKS" newsletter for an article. We do have two Coastal Grizzly hunts available for 2008.

Please contact me if you have any other ideas on booking our May 7th hunt 
Peter Klaui
Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
I have just finished getting everything set up to add Fish Venice (www.fishvenice.com) to the OC Approved Destination list.  Eddie Burger is the captain and the Venice area is back better than ever after Hurricane Katrina almost wiped it from the map a couple of years ago.  Capt. Burger fishes offshore (rigs) for tuna, swordfish, wahoo and dolphin (dorado).  His charter prices are $1,200 for a full day (10+ hours) and $1,800 for an overnight trip.  All trips are plus gas.  Gas usage on a day charter will range from $300 - $400 and an overnight trip will average $500 in gas.  Fish Venice will pay OC a 15% commission on charter prices.

New Mexico, Colorado and Maine 
Don’t forget the upcoming deadlines: 

Colorado big game – April 1, 2008

Maine Moose – April 1, 2008

New Mexico Big Game – April 9, 2008

Inspection Trips Needing Filled

NEW ONES – PLEASE NOTE

17 Spots!!!!!
Here’s your chance to take some great trips at greatly reduced prices.  Everyone wants them – here they are!!!!

(2 SPOTS OPEN)  The inspection trip to Sheep Creek Outfitters has been set for a spring black bear hunt in British Columbia.  The dates for the 7 day hunt are May 9-15, 2008.  The offer is for two franchise owners to go for a discounted rate of $4,500 ($2,250 each).  The normal rate for their spring black bear hunts is $3,500.  We need to send contracts on these two hunts ASAP so let me know if you are interested.
------------
(3 SPOTS OPEN) The inspection trip to Fish Venice is open to 3 OC franchise owners.  Dates can either be 1 or 2 days or an overnight trip.  If you are interested in this trip and are available the end of April through the first week of May, let me know ASAP.  I personally fished this area when we started working with 4 Reel Charters in 2004 (4 Reel recommended Fish Venice as they were partners before).  The tuna fishing is awesome.   You will not be disappointed.  Cost to the group is $600 for a full day charter ($1,200 for two days) and $900 for an overnight trip.  This price is divisible by the number of inspectors and we need two or three to go.  Dates need booked ASAP.  Be the first to let me know you are interested and we can work with your dates.
------------
(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT)  The inspection trip to Lockwood Hunting Services has been set.  The offer is for two franchise owners for $350 each on a two day guided hog hunt (normally $650).  This is May 24th and 25th (if needed).  We have the choice of a hunt with or without dogs.  They are 100% with dogs and 90% without.  

------------
(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT) The inspection trip to Uhlik Hunting has been set for a turkey hunt May 9-11, 2008.  Mark wants us to send two franchise owners for the price of one.  The turkey price there is $600 so this is a $300 turkey hunt.  Scott Beemer (OC-MI) has confirmed one spot so we still need one more.  Better hurry on this one.
(4 SPOTS OPEN) The inspection trip to Boulder Lake Lodge has been set for July 28 - August 1, 2008.  This 4 night / 3 day (one night at the lodge and three nights back country camping – 3 days fishing) fishing trip is normally $1,100.  As part of this trip you will stay 4 day for $600 ($500 off).  If you are interested in being part of this trip with the new owners of Boulder Lake (they will be at the convention next month as well) let me know.  The trip is open to four OC franchise owners.
------------
(1 Spots Open) The inspection trip to Buffalo Springs Outfitters in Missouri has been set for a 3 turkey hunt April 28-30.  The hunt normally sells for $1,450 and OC agents are invited for $900 each (save $550).  If you are interested in taking this trip, please notify me ASAP as the dates are close.  Tags in MO are OTC fro turkey.  Lou Hoop (OC-TN) will be on this trip.

------------
(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT) An inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for Sept 6-13, 2008 for a fall black bear hunt.  The offer is a 2 for 1 deal for two OC franchise owners.  Josh Slingerland (OC-ME) has confirmed one spot so there is only one left.  If you are interested let me know ASAP.  Regular cost for black bear hunt there is $2,000 so your cost will be $1,000 per franchise owner.  These are highly successful bear hunts and are 6 day hunts.  

------------
(ONLY 2 SPOTS LEFT) The inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for a fishing trip to Grant Lake (fly in outpost camp) over the dates of May 24 – 28, 2008.  The whole cabin is set for OC to use for those dates, giving us the opportunity to send six franchise owners on the trip.  We are paying Gateway for a total of three spots, so this is a 2 for 1 deal for each OC franchise owner.  The regular rate for the 5 day trip is $1,060.  This deal makes the trip $530 per franchise owner if we get six to go.  Ted and Trey Hickman (OC-CA), Frank Calta (OC-MN), and Mike Wensink (OC-WI) have reserved their spots so far. 
------------
 

(ONLY 1 SPOT LEFT) If you have ever wanted to fish Alaska and be off the beaten path - here is your chance.  Join Hal Graff (OC-IL) and Steve DeWitt at Nushagak River Adventures in Alaska.  NRA has offered OC the chance to send three OC franchise owners to fish for king salmon right in the heart of the run, July 10-15, 2008.  The offer is half price trips for our three franchise owners.  Additional guests (your clients) can be booked at regular price (you still get your commission) as there is still room.  Regular price on these trips is $2,800 so you will be fishing for five days for an incredible $1,400.  You fly to Dillingham and from there the float plane is included in the price.  Check out their site at www.fishthenush.com and let me know ASAP if you want to take advantage of this offer.  
------------
(1 SPOT OPEN)   Glacier Mountain trophy coastal black bear hunt: 

Just a quick note to let you know that our May 19th-25th 2008 yacht based
black bear hunt for 4 hunters has come available again.  Though previously
unavailable this is the only slot we have left for 2008 and is right
during the meat of our spring season.  This is probably the single best
date for getting a genuine trophy coastal black bear.  As always, the hunt
is all-inclusive aboard our private yacht with 3 staterooms, 2 bathrooms
and a full-time cook.  Don't miss this opportunity as prices are going up
in 2009.   We need hunters to come in pairs or a group of 4.  Price is
$4,200 per hunter in 2008 or $4,800 per hunter in 2009.

Best regards and thanks in advance,

Greg

www.glaciermountainoutfitters.com
I asked Greg what he could do for us as our inspection trip and he offered to take one OC FO for only $2,000 (less than half price) if we could sell the other three spots.  So, I am looking for an OC FO who is interested in trophy black bear hunting in Alaska this year and has a friend or two interested in going as well.  Please take a look at Greg's site and let me know if you are interested in this deal.  

 
Just a quick note on the inspection trips I wanted to relay.  We are in a growth period right now where we are once again trying to stay ahead of the curve and bring on new outfitters to keep up with the continued growth of OC.  We are working hard to find the “right” destinations that fit the OC profile.  To do this and keep with our 20 year tradition, we have to inspect each of them.  There are many this year and will be more.  Don’t be shy – jump in there.  Many of these trips already have one or more OC franchise owners confirmed.  Not only are these trips great chances to go to places you might not have otherwise gone to, but they are great chances to meet fellow franchise owners and learn from each other.  Remember, the investment you make in these trips is an investment you make in yourself and your business.

In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
